AN IMPOSSIBLE CLAIM
TJte following leading article on the breakdown of the talks
appeared   in   the   issue   of  the "Hindustan  Times"  dated
September SO, 19^:
The expected has happened and hopes temporarily raised have t>een
shattered. Notwithstanding every symptom and reason pointing to the
contrary, people of all classes in the country, Muslims even more than
the others, were fervently praying for the announcement of a settle-
ment 'between the Qaid-i-Azam and the Mahatma. Though the nature
of the Muslim League's demand was such that it presented insurmount-
able obstacles in the way of acceptance, people throughout India worked
themselves up to expecting a miracle and believed that somehow the
gr$at personalities engaged in the conversations would produce an
agreement. Mr Jinnah's statement, referred to by Gandhiji at a prayer
meeting a few days after the talks had begun, that they would be pro-
claiming their bankruptcy of wisdom if they parted without an agree-
ment, reinforced popular expectation. The country has now to
reconcile itself to the hard reality that no agreement can be reached
as long as Mr Jinnah sticks obstinately to his new and fanciful inter-
pretation of the Lahore resolution of the Muslim League. Statesmen
have to plan anew for satisfying the just demands of the Muslims.
It is an obviously untenable position for Mr Jinnah to take up, as
he has done in more than one of his letters, that any phase of the
discussion between him and Gandhiji could be barred or prevented from
being proceeded with on account of Gandhiji not being clothed with
representative authority. The specious nature of the plea is only too
obvious. It is strange that the leader of the Muslim League should
have thought fit to press into service such an unconvincing objection
instead of seizing and making the best of a great opportunity for
serving his community. If Mr Jinnah felt that he coqld deal only with
a " fully accredited representative " and not with Gandhiji who was
only an " individual" representing " no one but himself/' what, we ask,
was the point of his profession of anxiety not to "proclaim bankruptcy
of wisdom by failing to reach an agreement"? Again, Mr Jinnah must
remember that the Muslim League Working Committee dealt with the
C. R. formula at their meeting on July 30 last and authorized Mr Jinnah
to " conduct negotiations with Mahatma Gandhi." It was .well known
to all concerned that the Congress organization was.not then in a
position to initiate or authorize anyone to carry on negotiations. On
the other hand, the League's authority to Mr Jinnah to negotiate with